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Strengthening Local Communities Through a Circular 

Economy 

The concept of a circular economy is gaining traction worldwide 

as a sustainable alternative to the traditional linear economy, 

where resources are extracted from the earth, utilised, and then 

disposed of, typically in landfills. A circular economy 

necessitates those resources be kept in circulation for as long as 

possible through reuse, repair, repurposing, remanufacturing, 

and ultimately recycling. It can offer numerous benefits and 

strengths to local communities by reducing waste, reusing 

materials, and recycling products. Here’s how: 

Creating local job, upskilling people and driving economic 

growth 

One of the most significant advantages of a circular economy is 

its potential to create jobs. Initiatives such as local lending and 

repair centres, urban gardens, and recovery and management of landfill-bound waste 

projects can generate new employment opportunities and upskill residents. For instance, 

research has shown that repair activities create over 200 times more jobs than landfills and 

incinerators. This boosts the local economy and fosters a sense of community and shared 

purpose. 

Access to Food and Nutrition 

Community gardens, organic producer networks, and alternative markets provide local 

communities with access to high-quality, nutritious food. These initiatives promote the 

concept of circularity through practices such as composting and water harvesting. They not 

only lead to improved health outcomes but also strengthen local food systems, reduce food 

mileage, and decrease dependency on external food sources. A notable example of success 

in this area is Mexico City's barter market, where residents can exchange recyclables for 

fresh produce, fostering both environmental sustainability and community well-being. Many 

local councils and non-profit organizations in the UK support such sustainable practices, and 

communities are reaping the benefits. 

Education and Learning  

Circular economy initiatives frequently include 

educational components designed to teach community 

members about sustainable practices. Urban gardens, 

maker spaces, and community kitchens provide hands-

on learning environments where individuals of all ages 

can develop valuable skills and knowledge related to 

circular practices. Activities like repair cafes, clothing 

swap events, charity shops, and tool libraries not only 

foster a culture of sustainability but also empower 

individuals to make environmentally conscious choices. 
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Connected and Engaged Communities 

A circular economy helps build stronger, more connected communities by encouraging 

local production, repair, and reuse. People become more engaged with their neighbours 

and local businesses, fostering a sense of belonging and mutual support. This can lead to 

more resilient communities better equipped to face economic and environmental 

challenges. It also provides a much-needed safe space for people from challenged domestic 

backgrounds. 

Why Include Circular Economy in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? 

The circular economy aligns closely with several United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), making it a valuable addition to the global sustainability agenda. It addresses 

multiple SDGs, so the question arises if it needs its identity and place as a goal. 

Circular economy’s clearly interconnects the SDG’s in many ways,  

• SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation): By promoting efficient water use and reducing 

pollution, the circular use of one of the most essential commodities for life is often 

non-negotiable. 

• SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth): As stated before, local job creation is 

important, and it even covers disabled sections of communities through minimal 

capital investment and sustainable economic practices. 

• SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities):  While cities possess strengths 

through vibrant economies and jobs, they also encounter numerous challenges. They 

contribute to a disproportionate wealth imbalance within segments of society, 

generate a significant amount of municipal waste, and face a shortage of urban 

common space. Circular practices have been shown to enhance urban sustainability 

and resilience; by utilising minimal space and reusing resources, these practices can 

effectively tackle many of these issues. 

• SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production): ‘Use less, reuse, and recycle’ 

– the fundamental principle of a circular economy vital to minimising waste and 

promoting sustainable consumption. 

• SDG 13 (Climate Action): The majority of circular practices promoted in local 

communities have proven to be sustainable and climate-friendly. However, it is still 

vital to assess the impact of greenhouse gas emissions and resource conservation at 

every stage of a circular process. 
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• SDG 14 (Life Below Water) and SDG 15 (Life on Land): By reducing pollution and 

promoting biodiversity, circular practices play a key role in both these goals.  

Promoting Sustainable Development 

The circular economy tackles the underlying causes of numerous environmental and social 

challenges by eliminating waste and pollution, maintaining the use of products and 

materials, and restoring natural systems. This comprehensive approach promotes 

sustainable development and contributes to a more equitable and resilient world. 

Encouraging Innovation and Collaboration 

Transitioning to a circular economy requires collaboration between governments, 

businesses, and communities. This fosters innovation and encourages the development of 

new business models and technologies that can drive sustainable growth. By including the 

circular economy in the SDGs, the UN can promote global cooperation and accelerate the 

transition to a more sustainable future. 

In conclusion, the circular economy offers a powerful framework for strengthening local 

communities and achieving sustainable development. By creating jobs, improving health, 

providing access to nutritious food, and fostering education and engagement, it can 

transform neighbourhoods and cities. Including the circular economy in the UN SDGs is a 

strategic move that can help address some of the world's most pressing challenges and pave 

the way for a more sustainable and resilient future. If not a goal in itself, its fundamental 

principles should be reinforced in the SDGs stated above. 
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