


Food Feast

Action 21 organised and ran a local food event, the Old Town
Fresh Food Feast, at Bath Place Community Venture in September
2000. It was able to go ahead in spite of the fuel protests because
the majority of the food was locally produced and local people
attended. There were cookery demonstrations from different
communities in the area - Indian, African Caribbean and English.
There were food tastings and
information on LETS, food
growing, and vegetable pictures
by local school children. The
community dieticians organised
a prize draw for a weelk's
shopping for a family of four S
including the menus, Over 200 _—
people attended.

Mayor of Leamington Spa Cllr. Bill
FEvans, holding the winning drawing
Jor the school competition

Bath Place demonstration Or ganisations involved in
— Vegetable Ratatouille the Old Town Fresh
Food Feast included, in alphabetical order: Action 21,
Affrican Caribbean Project, Bath Place Community Café,
- British Diabetic Association, Community Dieticians,
Environmental Health Department, GAIA, HDRA, LETS,
Regenesis, Snitterfield Fruit Farm.

The Food Feast
Was a great
success on which
the Action 21
Food Group hope oy S— :
to build upon. Bill Marlow, Preserving Fruits demonstration
We would like to extend a big thanks to everyone who

contributed to this day and made it what it was.
THANK YOU!

Mrs. Koli, Indian food demonstration Local to GIObaI Takes Off

Local people, meeting in One World Week, have made commitments to help make global justice
a key strand in plans for the future of Warwick District, and to boost campaigning for a fairer World.
A meeting was attended on 25" October 2000 at the Odd Fellows Hall, Leamington, which was
called to take forward the ideas from the highly successful “Local to Global” avent held by Action
21 at the Royal Spa Centre in March.

Various participants at the meeting committed themselves to:-

. Plan a local campaign to raise the take-up of fair trade goods and ethical investment.

. Give support to the established One World Link and establish what other global community
contacts are in place.

. Start planning to make a big impact in One World Week 2001 through various events

. Establish a database of local globally-minded groups and the means of keeping them in
touch with one another.

For more information contact Bob Growther on Tel. 330712. e-mail: rcrowther @ warwickdc.gov.uk




COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

Alan Asbury and Catherine Bower have now been working for 6 months as sustainability
workers. After several years of fluctuating support from WDC it is refreshing for volunteers to
work with people who are knowledgeable and motivated. The management team and topic
groups have benefited from the administrative support given by Alan and Catherine and from
the time they give to make contact with people to further our activities.

The worldwide initiative of Local Agenda 21 embraces 3 aspects of sustainability: environment,
economic, and social. Recycling, saving energy in the home, reducing car use are some
initiatives that Action 21 tries to promote. But it also involves an equitable distribution of, and
access to, resources and opportunities in society. It is the latter which is the main focus of Alan
and Catherine’s work - with a substantial amount of their work based in disadvantaged
communities in the District, helping them obtain a better quality of life. Below is a taster of the

work that Alan and Catherine are doing.
Rachel Berger, Chair Action 21

* Computer Recycling and Training Scheme

This is a scheme which will take old computers out of the waste stream
and allow unskilled people to train in the assembly, disassembly and
upgrading.

Once assembled/upgraded the computers will then be donated to
community organisations who will be able to keep them maintained
through the trainees.

* Compact Business Tutoring

Compact tutoring is all about linking businesses with schools and using the skilis that
employees have to teach pupils skills that they will need once they leave school. Business
employees will visit the school for an hour a month and hold a workshop in one particular skill. It
could be anything from writing a cheque and balancing a cheque book to interview skills.

On less frequent basis longer sessions will be held on team building skills, by ruhning a 1/2 day
event, where teams have to build/designh something.

* Scrapstore

Scrapstores are aimed at improving the range and quality of creative
and educational art/play materials that children and young people
can use. The materials come from Companies, factories, and small
businesses who would normally throw them out as waste.
_ They are collected and passed on to groups in the community and

schools who do art based projects. Groups benefit by getting very cheap
materials and companies benefit by cutting their waste disposal costs.
Everyone benefits from businesses and communities talking to each other.

* Journalism for All

This is the development of a scheme which will allow young people to gain skills and
experience in journalism. The project working with the Chain Drop-in Centre on Crown Way, will
allow pegople to gain skills in interviewing, editing, marketing and delivery of knowledge, along
with computer and photography skills.

This scheme will not only improve their confidence it will also greatly enhance their chances of
getting a job when they leave school. It is hoped that the trainees will interview local people
from all walks of life to write up and include in local newsletters, posters, newspapers and
noticeboards. Funding for it is being sort and a partnership approach with Warwickshire College
and local newspapers will enhance the scheme greatly. To follow on from this work, the food
group are hoping to arrange workshops aimed at elderly widowers who find it very difficult to
cook and are on a small budget. If this is successful, young parents will be addressed through
'weaning their children’ programmes.




Report form The Chair - The Community Plan
Action 21's original work remit was to work with WDC to produce a sustainable strategy for the District.
Recent changes in Government policy have led to a different type of plan being needed - The Community
Plan, involving all agencies in the area pulling together to identify the issues of importance for the future
well-being of the community. Rather than produce 2 overlapping plans the Council has decided to
incorporate them. Action 21 is involved in producing proposed action plans on themes including
environment, transport, community involvement and education. A draft plan will be produced by
Christmas and consultation on it will takle place after the new year, so watch this space for further
developments. Rachel Berger

ACTION 21 GOES SURFING!
Action 21 has now entered the world
of cyberspace and have launched

their new website. :

The address is

www. warwick-district.org. uk/a2i/ ‘

From the site you will be able to learn more

about what Action 21 is about and how you can

get involved with them.

Find out how to get funding for your community

based project.

Have you got an event coming up which you
would like to advertise? Why not put it on the
Action 21 noticeboard.

The site is still growing so please be patient if

you find a closed page, and if you would like to
feedback on what you think then please contact

“MERRY

& CHRISTMA,

T

. Forest stewardship council FSC
. forest stewardship council promotes

RY ‘-wpmentally appropriate, socially
nmefi¥ial and economically viable

puatement of the worlds forests. To contact

e FSC write to Unit D, station building,

Llanidloes, Powys SY18 6EB

Tel 01686 413916

website www.fsc-uk.demon.co.uk

THE PIGGY BANK IS OPEN
Action 21 have opened there piggy
bank to offer a fund which offers small
amounts of money (up to £250) to
groups that ordinarily would find it
difficult to locate such funds.

The money will be available to newly
formed groups that are keento setup a
project but need small start up funds to
get things under way.

For more information ring Catherine Bower or
Alan Asbury on 883258 or log on to the

website www.warwick-district.org.uk/a21

COMMENTS? NEWS?

If You have any comments or news that you would like to see in Transaction then why not drop us a
line? We would like to hear from anyone who would like to tell us bout a project they are involved
with or know about. Please contact us at git@warwickdc.gov.uk or write to us at The Portakabin,

Spencer Yard, Leamington Spa, CV31 3SY.






