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Green awards for
Warwickshire

Prestigious awards keep piling in for
Warwickshire County Council’s new
compost bin, the Compost Capsule.

The bin was ‘launched’ at the BBC
Gardener’s World Live Show at the
NEC in June, where it won two Wate-
ford Crystal awards for being the best
stand in its class - the ‘Recycled Gar-
den’. And Best Contribution to Envi-
ronmental and Conservation Issues.
The bin has also received Amateur
Gardening’s new products coveted
five star award.

Martin Chilvers of Warwick
District's Waste Management,

{seen above left with some colleagues at
a recent local exhibition), is a man with a
mission. He regularly speaks at schools
about waste management and recycling.
“It's probably one of the most valuable
things I can do and I wish I could do
more of it” he says.

He was on hand recently to see 20 War-
wick District schools receive their
‘Schools Litter-free Campaign’ Certifi-
cates at the Town Hall in

Leamington Spa.

proudly, “and there’s been a definite

A sustainable future for Warwick District

“We have 32 schools taking part” he says

sctio he hr- Itter of Actio At 21 ' rc | Agen1 action -

increase inenthusiasm for the environ-
mental message in the last year”. This
can clearly be seen in the photograph
below at the presentation of one of the
certificates @ St Peter’s School,

Leamington Spa.

group, working towards a sustainable future for everyone. Transaction is available free from Action 21.
Tell us what you or your organisation /company is doing about sustainable development. We value your
opinion, good or bad, so write to Action 21, Spencer Yard, Leamington Spa, CV31 25¥. Tel: {01926) 888 333.




| PROPERTY
| WATCHDOGS

Warwickshire County Council’'s Property '.

| Services Department is working on a pro-

.': gramme of benchmarking of buildings — §

| that is, comparing the cost of running

[ one building against another to highlight
| actions needed to improve efficiency and
| save money.

|| The process helps to compare expendi-

j ture and if high expenditure is identified
L eg.on heating, lighting, caretaking and

Il maintenance, then action can be taken.

| The work was initiated in Warwickshire,
| but has been developed for national use
[ by local government organisations and

| has been recognised by the government.

| PEDAL POWER SHOWS
| THE WAY

| In last year's Government White Paper

| “ANew Deal for Transport: Better for

j Everyone”, Warwick District Council’s

. Myton Cycleway/ Footway was included
| as a national example of good practice.

| It provides a continuous link between the
| Leamington Spa Station area and

| Warwick Railway Station area used by
many local schools for cydlists

¥ and walkers.

| ENVIRONMENTAL
| STANDARD

| The Warwickshire Trading Standards

[ Enterprise, Quality and Information Pro-
| ject has now changed its name to EQUIP,
| 1t has helped 12 Warwickshire businesses
[ to achieve ISO 9000 Quality Management
| Certificates and supported a further 3000
| companies who did not require

| formal registration.

[ 1tis now providing support for the

| implementation of the ISO 140000 stan-
| dard, an environmental system for busi-
£ ness which incorporates environmental
| protection and improvement leading to
| minimalisation of waste and

a reduction in costs,

E Wasted heat
Only about 5% of the electricity used by

ordinary (filament) bulbs becomes light-
the rest is lost as heat.

ﬁ. Fluorascent bulbs

Fluorescent bulbs are about five times

[ more efficient than filament bulbs

because they convert more of the electric-

| ity to light and less to heat. If you switch

" | 2 fluorescent light off and on very fre-

A new bus service was launched in

L September 1959 linking local centres.

| Centrelinks was created as a result of a
™ partmership between Warwick District
b council, WCC, Stagecoach Midland Red
t & ].J. Gallagher

;_ Action for Energy Waste
' and Water

[ drew an enthusiastic crowd fo
. Warwick on 29th September.

| The panel of Richard Dobbs, Warwick

| District Council. Tom Taylor of Severn

f Trent Water, David Julian from Warwick-
| shire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

| and Andy Sherlock, Nuneaton and Bed-

| worth Borough Council sparked a lively

| debate and answered questions

| from the floor.

e Ideas which were suggested for
i} immediate action were:

E ¢ Buying low-energy light-bulbs

| © Avoiding heavily packaged goods

[ * Switching lights off whenever possible
¢ Turning off computer and

TV screens whenever possible

| In addition, longer-term issues were also
| discussed, and as always they will go to
§ form part of Warwick District's strategy

| for sustainable living in the

| twenty-first century.

| Strike a light!

| Lighting usually makes up about 15% of
| your electricity bill. Replace one normal
| 100 watt lightbulb with an energy-saving |
[ one and you can save up to £10 a year, or
| £50 over the bulb’s lifetime. They cost

| £5-£15, but should last up to eight times

| as long. To ensure you get value for

? money, check that the bulb you buy

b states it will last for at least 8,000 houss.

E Low-cost lighting

| quently then you will reduce its lifespan.
I However, if you are leaving a room for

l about 10 minutes or more you would be
: better to witch it off than leave it on.

L Electric Cooker

| Ring costs about 11p an hour

# Main oven costs about 17p an hour
| Full grill costs about 15 an hour

i Gas Cooker

. Ring costs about 3p an hour

[ Main oven costs about 5p an hour
f| Full grill costs about 5p an hour

z; Fan ovens
| Fan ovens use about 20% less electricity
E than conventional ovens.

§ Check your fridge

| 1f the seal on your fridge door is not

i working properly, your fridge will have
¢ to work harder to keep your feed cool.

! Check the seal by inserting a piece of

I paper between it and the fridge door. If |
f the paper moves, or falls out, you need to

f replace the seal.

8 Stop dripping

| A dripping tap can waste 13 litres a day

| 1 around a bathfull every week. So make
| sure you always turn taps off completely.
. Then fix dripping taps.

| Stop running
i Instead of leaving the tap running, try to
| use a glass of water for cleaning your
i teeth, or a bowl of water for washing
e fruit and vegetables or rinsing soapy
| clothes or dishes. If you run the tap to
[| make water really cold before you drink
il it, why not fill a jug and keep it in the
| fridge instead?

! Shower power

.| Replace one bath with a shower once a

| week and you'll be saving up to 25 litres
| of water. Water warning! Power showers
| can use even more water than a bath.

| TV

| Remember to turn your television off

L if we all left our TVs on stand-by there

| would be enough electricity to power a

| town the size of Basingstoke or Burnley.




